THE  SIXTH  OF  FEBRUARY
claim that France's rulers were not merely incompetent but corrupt,
and the fact that previous scandals had not left Right wing reputations
unscathed was overlooked. In a very real sense the Radical Party was
the Republic and the Republic was the Radical Party. This was ground
that both sides had in common.
The preliminaries can be stated briefly. Stavisky was first mentioned
in the Press on 30 December 1933 when a warrant was issued for his
arrest in connection with frauds concerning the bonds of the muni-
cipality of Bayonne. On 3 January the Action Frangaise published letters
connecting Stavisky with Albert Dalimier, the Minister for Colonies
in the Chautemps government. On 7 January the Action Fran$aise
called upon Parisians to demonstrate under the slogan of "A bas les
TOlewsf* On 8 January the death of Stavisky was announced and
Dalimier resigned. On 9 January the official news agency Havas issued
what purported to be an account of Stavisky ?s suicide. This official
version was alleged by the Right wing press to be fraudulent; the police
having, it was insinuated, murdered Stavisky in order to prevent
further complicities in high circles from corning to light. On the same
day street-rioting began in Paris with the Action Fran^aise being first
in the field. Riots continued on the nth, the Action Fran^aise being
now joined by the Jeunesses Patriotes and the Solidarite Frantjaise. (One
may mention in passing, the allegation by the historian of the Action
Fran^aise, Robert Havard de la Montagne, that so far from there
being any collusion between these movements the others only joined
in in order to prevent the Action Fran^aise getting all the glory.)
On 12 January Chautemps refused a demand for an inquiry. On
18 January Philippe Henriot, one of the most vigorous of the Right
wing politicians and later to become notorious as a collaborationist,
accused Raynaldy, the Garde des Sceaux, of being involved in the
Stavisky affair; and these attacks were renewed by him in the Chamber
on 18 January.18 Meanwhile intermittent rioting mainly by the Action
Fraii^aise was continuing; according to his friends it was only the
fimrness of Jean Chiappe, the Corsican Prefet de Police, which pre-
vented thk taking an uglier turn. On 27 January Raynaldy resigned,
and without waiting for a vote in the Chamber, Chautemps handed in
tbe resignation of his government.
Tht ex-President Doumergue declined the premiership as did
Jeanneney the President of the Senate and Fernand Bouisson the
President of the Chamber. Daladier, Chautemps' Minister for War and
8 For Homot's version see: Philippe Henriot, Le 6fevrier (1934).
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